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( 2284 ) 
if there fball not be enough fpccifically to diftinguifli them, 
and hinder them from being fampled by aoy thing of the 
fpoils of the Sea or frefli waters or the laiid-fnai!s ^ my argu- 
ment will fall, and I fliall be happily convinced of an Er- 
roiir. 

Amther Letter^ written of the fame Gentleman^ from York 
Sept. 19. 167 r» enlarginghis Jormer Communications tn Numb, 
75, about Vegetable ExcreCfCDCies , and Ichneumon- 
Worms. 

SIR, 

N my lafl Paper &hout Vegetable Excrefcendes^ I was wholly 
^ filent of the opinion, which MtJViiieughby is pleated to fa* 
,our5 andbecaufe that worthy Gentleman hath io far made it 
probable, that nowic feems only to depend upon the good 
fortune of foaie lucky Obferver, I am wilhng to realTume my 
former thoughts, that all thofe odd Obfervations, we have 
made of the Births oiJchneumenr^ do but beget in me a ftrong 
belief, that they have a way yet unheeded^whereby they do as 
boldly, as fubtly, convey their Eggs within the Bodies of In- 
fects and parrs of Vegetables. 

A fifth and laft propofition of chat Paper * was,that ihe Jub^ 

fiance of many Vegetable Excrefcencies [eemednct to be 

* See Humh the food of the Worms to be founjlin them. My mean- 

js. p. 1254. ingwasj that the fubftance of the Vegetable Ex» 

crefcencies in which thofe Ichneumon worms were 

to be foundjwas rather augmented, than diminifhed or worm; 

eaten. And the like coiiformity of their feeding within In. 

feels is wellobfervcd by Mr. Wtlloughby *, chat 

''Setahovi In the impregnated Caterpillars feem not to bc con* 
ihis -very Trad, ccmcdj though their bodies are fall of Infers of 
s quite dsfferer^t kindj but go on as far as rhev 
may towards the atchievement of the perfection of their 
own fpec'es. Thus I have feen a Poppy-head fwoln to a mon- 
ftrous bulk, and yet all the Cells were not receptacles of /f/> 
ncumovf, but fome had good and ripe ktd in them, I fjiall 
not refufe Mr. WtUoughhy ( though you kiiow upon what 

grounds 
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grounds, Ihave twice done it to youj the fatisfadion of aa 
Aniwerzoiay loih ^uiere, by him refolved negatively; It is 
true, the fy/arms of the Ichneumons^ coming out of the fides 
of Caterpillars, do immediatly make themlelves up into bun- 
ches, and each particular T/^'Cfa , from the Cabbage Cater- 
pillar (for example,) is wrought about with yellow filk, as 
thofe from the black and yellow-jfafa^^sa- Caterpillar with 
white, bu" as for web to cover thole bunches of T/^cf.iV,! ne- 
ver obfervcd it but in the green Caterpillar fo common iu our 
Lincgln-Jbire^heaths^ which are affixed to Bents or other plants. 
Thefe in truth never deceived butray expe<5lationjfor I verily 
thought I had found, when I firft obferved them, a Caterpil- 
lar equivalent to the/W?<3«filk--worm ; but having cut them 
in two, and expeded to have found a Caterpillars ChryfaUs ia 
the middle, there prefentcd themfelves a (warm of Ichneumons^ 
Thefe are as large many of them as my thumb, tljat is,ac leaft 
four times bigger then the FoUkulus or Egg-bag of any En- 
glifh fpider that I ever faw yet. By good fortune I have not 
thrown away the boxes, wherein I made the Obfervation con- 
cerning /c/^^i^&^wen/ feeding upon the Eggs of certain Spiderj* 
I have had them ia feveral boxes, fomc 8, fome lo, forae 12 
days in Vermiculo , feeding upon the very cakes of Spiders= 
eggs, before ttiey wrought themfelves Thecas for furdier 
change; and they feldome exceeded the number of 5 to one 
cake of Eggs , Sec. (o that you may aflure Mr. Willou2}A'y^ 
this is no conjecture , but a real obfervation accompanied 
with more circumftances, thani amwilliog atprefentto re^ 
late. 
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